
 

Yorkshire and the Humber Screening and Immunisation Team Update 

W/C 19th October 2020 

 

Please cascade to ALL staff, including GPs, Practice Nurses and Reception Staff 
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COVID updates 
National flu and COVID-19 surveillance reports - For information  
National influenza and COVID-19 report, monitoring COVID-19 activity, seasonal flu and other 
seasonal respiratory illnesses 

COVID-19: guidance on shielding and protecting people defined on medical grounds as extremely 
vulnerable - Information for shielding and protecting people defined on medical grounds as 
extremely vulnerable from COVID-19. Guidance updated regarding local COVID alert levels. 
Temporarily removed translations, easy-read guide and guidance for young people. 

Immunisation Information    

 

 Seasonal Flu immunisation for carers – For Information  
People are eligible for flu vaccination people who are in receipt of a carer’s allowance, or those who 
are the main carer of an older or disabled person whose welfare may be at risk if the carer falls ill. 
The vaccination can be given on request or opportunistically and there is no requirement for these 
people to be registered or coded as a formal carer. 

 

 Seasonal flu vaccine supply – For Information 
Flu vaccines and supply for the national flu programme 2020 to 2021 - This is a joint statement 
from Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC), Public Health England (PHE), and NHS 
England and NHS Improvement (NHSEI). 

Accessing government-secured flu vaccines: guidance for GPs  - How GP practices in England can 
access the extra stock of flu vaccines this winter that the government has secured. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/national-flu-and-covid-19-surveillance-reports?utm_source=c854e8f6-b224-4c4d-92a3-4a1fa881accb&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19?utm_source=41401eb7-7aaf-4b8f-b7a8-04c0a8ade082&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19?utm_source=41401eb7-7aaf-4b8f-b7a8-04c0a8ade082&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/accessing-government-secured-flu-vaccines-guidance-for-gps?utm_source=56cb27ec-9def-42ef-847b-cfbb9dcc15af&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flu-vaccination-why-you-are-being-asked-to-wait?utm_source=ff915507-2032-4de2-9789-7cc14e34d316&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/breast-screening-higher-risk-women-surveillance-protocols?utm_source=1bcd5a8f-ae19-4acb-838f-5797a6d25e42&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/national-flu-and-covid-19-surveillance-reports?utm_source=c71ccb20-5bee-4015-aa7d-886bad3d6c53&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19?utm_source=41401eb7-7aaf-4b8f-b7a8-04c0a8ade082&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19?utm_source=41401eb7-7aaf-4b8f-b7a8-04c0a8ade082&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flu-vaccines-and-supply-for-the-national-flu-programme-2020-to-2021?utm_source=995e25cc-30e7-4059-ae53-bcfb73e5b065&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/accessing-government-secured-flu-vaccines-guidance-for-gps?utm_source=56cb27ec-9def-42ef-847b-cfbb9dcc15af&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly


Flu vaccination: why you are being asked to wait - Information about flu vaccine supplies.  

 

 Seasonal Flu data collection (GP patient survey) - For Action 
Seasonal influenza vaccine uptake (GP patient survey) data collection – Details for the influenza 
vaccine uptake data collection (GP patient survey) from GP practices for the 2018 to 2019 flu 
season. New, updated version of the user guide. 

 

 Vaccine Update–  For Information 
The latest Vaccine Update Flu special October 2020  contains information about the 
following 
o Low levels of flu right now but we need to be ready  
o Who is eligible for the flu vaccine 2020 to 2021?  
o Second annual flu letter – update has been published  
o Frontline health and social care workers  
o Guidance on immunisation training for the 2020 to 2021 flu season  
o Health Matters – blog, webinar, flu videos infographics and videos  
o Flu publications ready to order now  
o Protect your patients, people you care for, your family and friends and yourself from flu – it’s 

time to have your flu jab  
o Public facing marketing campaign  
o Flu immunisation – advice for running vaccination clinics this Autumn  
o Patient group direction (PGD)  
o Vaccines for the 2020 to 2021 children’s flu programme supplied by PHE  
o PPE for immunisers 

 
 Immunisation webinars – For Information 

Immunisation update webinars for primary care immunisers - Series of webinars to help 
immunisers update their knowledge. 

 
Screening Information 

 'Help Us, Help You' campaign, 'Accessing NHS Services' – For Information/Action 
The campaign addresses the barriers that are deterring patients from accessing NHS services. 
This first phase focuses on encouraging the public to contact their GP if they are worried about a 
symptom that could be cancer.  
 
The NHS has introduced a range of measures to ensure the safety of patients and the ‘Help Us, 
Help You’ campaign will help to reassure patients that they can receive medical care safely. 
Please see campaign toolkit for full details. You can access marketing and communication 
materials to help the cancer campaign here which includes: 
 Campaign toolkit 
 Social media assets and post copy 
 Downloadable A3 and A4 posters  

 

 Diabetic eye screening – For Information  
Diabetic eye screening: patient choice and transfer - Guidance for when a person with diabetes 
chooses to be screened by a different diabetic eye screening (DES) service from the one their GP 
is linked to. Revised and updated information on digital first providers. Converted to HTML. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flu-vaccination-why-you-are-being-asked-to-wait?utm_source=ff915507-2032-4de2-9789-7cc14e34d316&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/seasonal-influenza-vaccine-uptake-gp-patient-survey-data-collection?utm_source=c562d2ad-85f2-408c-baeb-4707a5793d16&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/926040/PHE_Vaccine_Update_312_Flu_special_October_2020.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immunisation-update-webinars-for-primary-care-immunisers?utm_source=0f2ae4f9-0e28-4487-89fe-81d1887d7569&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/113-help-us/resources
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/113/resources/5428
file://///ims.gov.uk/Data/NHS_ENGLAND/OakHouse/CommissioningBoard/Commissioning/Y&H%20Public%20Health/Screening%20and%20Immunisation/YH%20SIT%20Update/10%20October/•%09Social%20media%20assets%20and%20post%20copy
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/113-help-us/resources
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/diabetic-eye-screening-patient-choice-and-transfer?utm_source=efaace0f-2401-4205-be27-39b967d94a6c&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly


 Sickle cell and thalassaemia carrier leaflets - For Information 
A new post ,updated and published in accessible digital format , Sickle cell and thalassaemia 
carrier leaflets go digital has just been published on the PHE Screening blog.  
 

 Breast screening – For Information 
Breast screening: very high risk women surveillance protocols - The NHS breast surveillance 
protocols for women at very high risk of developing breast cancer. Minor changes to all 3 
documents including clarification that women already in the VHR programme can continue to be 
screened until their 71st birthday. 

Screening and Immunisation Team Contact Details. 
 
Please note the screening and immunisation team operate a duty desk with a single point of contact. 
To ensure we can offer maximum assistance, before contacting the duty desk please refer to the 
Green Book for general immunisation queries e.g. schedules etc and the Vaccine incident guidance: 
responding to vaccine errors for cold chain failures and other vaccine errors.   
 
Please note that due to home working arrangements we are currently unable to answer calls from 
0113 8253415 therefore please email england.sybsit@nhs.net leaving a contact telephone number 
and we will respond either by return email or by phone.  

 
Details of named coordinators are listed below: 
 

Geographical Area Name 

Barnsley Emma Nebard (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

Bassetlaw Sue Markham (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

 

Doncaster Sarah Gill (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

 

Rotherham Laura Brown (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

Sheffield Katie Markham (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

 
Health Protection Team Contact Details  
As you will appreciate, due to the current Coronavirus the YH HPT are extremely busy. Queries 

relating to the routine/national vaccination and immunisation programmes should be primarily 

directed to your local SIT team. Any  calls received by the HPT  will be taken by Business Support 

staff who will in the first instance direct you to the Green Book. If concerns remain they will 

forward your query to the relevant SIT team or Health Protection Practitioner, who will respond as 

soon as possible.  to email the generic screening and imms email address for advice.  

 

Health Protection Team now operate an Acute Response Centre (ARC) To contact them dial 0113 

3860 300.  

 

If you need to notify the Y&H HPT of a communicable/infectious disease  

Please use the secure link here to make a notification.  

For some infections, public health measures to prevent onward spread of the disease need to be 

taken immediately.  

For urgent notifications please ring 0113 386 0300 in or out of hours. To check if a notification is 

urgent please click here 

file://///ims.gov.uk/Data/NHS_ENGLAND/OakHouse/CommissioningBoard/Commissioning/Y&H%20Public%20Health/Screening%20and%20Immunisation/YH%20SIT%20Update/10%20October/•%09https:/phescreening.blog.gov.uk/2020/10/14/sickle-cell-and-thalassaemia-carrier-leaflets-go-digital/
file://///ims.gov.uk/Data/NHS_ENGLAND/OakHouse/CommissioningBoard/Commissioning/Y&H%20Public%20Health/Screening%20and%20Immunisation/YH%20SIT%20Update/10%20October/•%09https:/phescreening.blog.gov.uk/2020/10/14/sickle-cell-and-thalassaemia-carrier-leaflets-go-digital/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/breast-screening-higher-risk-women-surveillance-protocols?utm_source=1bcd5a8f-ae19-4acb-838f-5797a6d25e42&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-book
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccine-incident-guidance-responding-to-vaccine-errors
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccine-incident-guidance-responding-to-vaccine-errors
mailto:england.sybsit@nhs.net
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-book
https://surveys.phe.org.uk/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=m4KJl8mMH
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/820133/PHE_Notifiable_diseases_poster_HPT.pdf

