
   
 

 

Yorkshire and the Humber Screening and Immunisation Team Update 

W/C 9th December 2019 

 

Please cascade to ALL staff, including GPs, Practice Nurses and Reception Staff 
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 Seasonal Flu – For Informatio/Action 
Inactivated influenza vaccine: information for healthcare practitioners - Updated antibiotic 
section and reference to gelatin. 
 
Weekly flu activity update: 
During week 48, nationally influenza activity has continued to increase for several indicators. 
Impact on healthcare is at moderate intensity levels for hospitalisations and above baseline for 
ICU/HDU influenza admissions. 

 Rates of people visiting their GP with influenza-like illness (ILI) have increased slightly 
both nationally and in Yorkshire and Humber and are higher than rates reported in the 
same week of the 2018/19 influenza season 

 There were 19 outbreaks of ILI reported in Yorkshire and Humber, (1 in a hospital ward, 

5 in care homes, 12 in schools and 1 in another setting).  

 In Yorkshire and Humber, hospital admission and ICU/HDU admission rates are higher 

than the national average and substantially higher than those reported in the same 

week last year. 

 
Prescribing of Anti-Viral medication in primary care for seasonal flu – FOR ACTION: 
Please see enclosed briefing note - PHE has recommended to the DHSC that these findings 
support the use of antivirals (neuraminidase inhibitors) for appropriate patients presenting with 
ILI in the community. The CMO has written to health professionals to confirm that prescribing of 
these antivirals in primary care may now occur. Health professionals in secondary care may 
continue to prescribe these medicines as per existing practice: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/influenza-treatment-and-prophylaxis-using-anti-
viral-agents . 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inactivated-influenza-vaccine-information-for-healthcare-practitioners?utm_source=0258903a-3c51-4de5-91f4-40bf2f396aab&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewandAcknowledgment/ViewAlert.aspx?AlertID=102939
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/influenza-treatment-and-prophylaxis-using-anti-viral-agents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/influenza-treatment-and-prophylaxis-using-anti-viral-agents
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Delay in supply of Live Attenuated Influenza Vaccine (Fluenz Tetra)  
The following communication was sent out to practice managers on 4th December on behalf of 
NHS England and Improvement GP contracts team: 
Thank you for your continued support on the delivery of the annual flu programme especially 
given the issues with the vaccine supply for children and those under 65. Public Health England 
published clinical prioritisation for children in high risk groups, as a result of the delay in 
delivery of some batches of childhood Live Attenuated Influenza Vaccine (LAIV Fluenz Tetra) 
nasal spray issued on 21 October 2019, which can be found via this link PHE briefing note 
2019/051.     

  
 
NHS England and NHS Improvement can confirm that practices who have followed the advice 
given by PHE that where LAIV is not available and they have vaccinated those children who are 
at risk with QIV and coded the vaccination appropriately will receive payment. The current 
Business Rules will support payment to practices whether the child has been given LAIV or QIV. 
  
Practices are advised to use the centrally supplied stock of QIV and should follow the PHE 
guidance (see link above) on responsible ordering of central supply of QIV which will help 
support the direction of stock to those with greatest immediate need as it becomes available. 
Where practices are obliged to use their own stock as no centrally procured stock is available, 
and to avoid delaying vaccine administration, this will be reimbursed in the usual way. 

  
Practices are asked to continue to call and recall children and to only order vaccine in line with 
the latest guidance from PHE on ImmForm  even if this is below the maximum quota to avoid 
stockpiling. Close adherence to the vaccine storage requirements in the cold chain is essential to 
avoid vaccine wastage. 
 

 Resource updates –  For Information 
The following resources have been updated: 

 Immunisations at one year of age: 
This edition of the guide to immunisations for babies up to 13 months of age includes the 
routine childhood immunisation schedule from Autumn 2019. The product code to order it is 
2902127C. 

 Visual guide to vaccines for the routine vaccination programme 
The poster features the current vaccine trade name and abbreviations, the diseases they 
protect against and the packaging and product presentation. This poster complements the 
routine vaccination schedule. 

 Childhood immunisation: quick guide for parents of premature babies 
This leaflet features the immunisation schedule from Autumn 2019. Copies of this leaflet are 
available to download or order from the DH orderline, using product code 2902127C. 

 Pre-school vaccinations: guide to vaccinations from 2 to 5 years 

This leaflet has been updated with the Autumn 2019 immunisation schedule and includes 
the MMR booster, the diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis and polio booster and the annual 
childhood nasal flu programme. This leaflet (product code 3197560D) can be ordered from 
the DH orderline. 

 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/south/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2019/11/20191021-briefing-note-template-fluenz-supply-final2.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/south/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2019/11/20191021-briefing-note-template-fluenz-supply-final2.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immunisations-between-12-and-13-months-of-age?utm_source=a1f83c0e-810a-4a4c-b809-39891e2fd173&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-visual-guide-to-vaccines-poster?utm_source=4e9ef680-27e3-40ad-9c8a-fcf97f558164&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-quick-guide-to-childhood-immunisation-for-the-parents-of-premature-babies?utm_source=2bb7c762-6c33-43c2-8f11-9f647216ad0b&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pre-school-vaccinations-a-guide-to-vaccinations-from-2-to-5-years?utm_source=bef3d382-e808-44b0-bba4-ff4f071a3110&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly


   
 Vaccine update: issue 302, November 2019, Virus Special Edition –  For Information 

Vaccine update: issue 302, November 2019, includes the Latest developments in vaccines, 
vaccination policies and procedures for immunisation practitioners and  includes (but not only) 
important information on: 

 Tetanus Greenbook chapter update 

 management of tetanus prone wounds: aide memoires 

 changes to the infant PCV schedule taking place in early 2020  

 vaccine supply for the 2019 to 2020 flu programme 

 changes to the maternal pertussis programme  

 Christmas and New Year vaccine deliveries notice 

 update to Bexsero Patient Information Leaflet 

 MMR vaccine ordering 

 The EU FMD and Delegated Regulation as applicable to PHE supplied vaccines for the 

national immunisation programme 

 Maternal Pertussis programme –  For Information/Action 
As per vaccine update (above) practitioners should note changes to the vaccine to be used.  
From mid-January 2020, Repevax® will be available to order through ImmForm for use in the 
maternal pertussis immunisation programme instead of Boostrix®- IPV. This is a temporary 
change and it is anticipated that supplies will revert back to Boostrix®-IPV in autumn 2020.  
 
This change is necessary as PHE is running down all stock of Repevax® before the introduction of 
Boostrix-IPV across both the maternal pertussis and the pre-school booster programmes.  
 

Practitioners should note that the Pertussis PGD covers BOTH vaccines Repevax® vaccine 

(dTaP/IPV) / Boostrix®-IPV  

 

Practitioners should NOT refer to the PGD for the Pre School Booster which also has both 

vaccines, but does NOT cover Pregnant women. 

 

All YH PGDs can be found at https://www.england.nhs.uk/north-east-yorkshire/our-

work/information-for-professionals/pgds/ 

 
Screening Information 

 Nothing to update 
 
General Health Protection Information 

 National measles guidance –  For Information  
This guidance (updated 2nd December) for health professionals covers: 

 how to decide if a suspected case of measles is ‘likely’ or ‘unlikely’ 
 case management – what lab tests should be done and the importance of oral fluid testing 

on all suspected cases 
 measles control – identifying vulnerable contacts and assessing their need for post-exposure 

prophylaxis 

 Tetanus prone wounds posters –  For Information  
These posters are aimed at health care professionals in all settings. It is suitable for Accident and 
Emergency departments and walk-in centres. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccine-update-issue-302-november-2019-virus-special-edition?utm_source=a7ab7a08-e0e1-430b-9237-f9915f2e64db&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.england.nhs.uk/north-east-yorkshire/our-work/information-for-professionals/pgds/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/north-east-yorkshire/our-work/information-for-professionals/pgds/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-measles-guidelines?utm_source=a3341b95-45a3-4775-906c-be15205ad738&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tetanus-prone-wounds-posters?utm_source=1ca9512b-dcf0-49bf-b77e-22a50816a59b&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate


   
Printed copies can be ordered using product codes 2019TET01 and 2019TET02. 

Local Information  
 

 Immunisation training  -  For Information  
Introduction to Vaccination and Immunisation - University of Sheffield 
Two Day Basic Training (Study Days) 3rd & 10th March 2020 (40 places) 

Who is it for? 

These study days are suitable for first level registered nurses working in primary care settings, 
including practice nurses, district nurses, health visitors and school nurses. This course is not 
suitable for Health Care Assistants. 

To book 

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/health-sciences/continuing-professional-development/cpd-

opportunities/vaccination-immunisation 

 

 Screening and Immunisation Team Contact Details. 
Please note the screening and immunisation team operate a duty desk with a single point of 
contact – please ring 0113 8253415 or email england.sybsit@nhs.net. Details of named 
coordinators are listed below: 
 

Geographical 

Area 

Name 

Barnsley Vacant as of 18th October – please contact above 

Bassetlaw Vacant as of 1st December 

 

Jo Talbot will continue to support until 19th December 

(Assistant Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

 

 

Doncaster Sarah Gill (Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

 

Rotherham Vacant as of 1st December 

 

Jo Talbot will continue to support until 19th December 

(Assistant Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

 

Sheffield Katie Markham(Screening and Immunisation Coordinator) 

 

 

Health Protection Team Contact Details  
Health Protection Team now operate an Acute Response Centre (ARC) To contact them dial 0113 

3860 300.  If the ARC is busy your call will be diverted to admin staff in any of the 3 regions Sheffield, 

York or Leeds, they will take a message and get the ARC to return your call as soon as possible. 

 
 

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/health-sciences/continuing-professional-development/cpd-opportunities/vaccination-immunisation
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/health-sciences/continuing-professional-development/cpd-opportunities/vaccination-immunisation
mailto:england.sybsit@nhs.net

